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Japan International
Cooperation Agency

Mr. Amrit Bahadur RAI

Joint Secretary

North East Asia Division (NEAD)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 6’9/
Government of Nepal

Singhdurbar, Kathmandu

Re: Nomination for Long-term Course on “Improvement in Children’s Learning (JFY 2024)

Dear Mr. RAI,

We have the honor to bring this note to your kind information that Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) is offering Master’s Degree Course on “Improvement in Children’s Learning” for the JFY 2024
under JICA’s Development Studies Program (JFY 2023) in collaboration with Naruto University of

Education, Japan.
Duration of course: Two (2) years October 2024 to September 2026.

This course is exclusively designed in consultation with Ministry of Education. Science and Technology for
the staff assigned to be in-charge of mathematics education (focusing to training and curriculum) at basic
school level (early grade in preferable) after completing the program in Japan. So, please ensure that the
nomination is done in accordance with above mentioned criteria strictly.

The relevant information on the course has been furnished in the General Information (GI) booklet attached
herewith for your kind information.

In this respect, we take further honor to request you to ascertain whether the government of Nepal would
nominate maximum four (4) suitable candidates (2 main and 2 alternative) at least one female candidate
under the Ministry of Education system from different levels for necessary screening process by JICA
and the concerned university to participate in the above course. Please note that the final selection will
be done by JICA and the concerned university in Japan. Any of the candidates may be selected based
on the requirements of the course. Also, JICA promotes gender equality in capacity development
initiative and women candidates are encouraged for this program as well. So. please ensure that the
nomination is done accordance with above mentioned criteria strictly.

We would highly appreciate, if you could kindly forward us one (1) copy of attached Annex 1.2,3 duly
filled by the nominees not later than January 15, 2024.

Sincerely yours. ""’““»-‘,.‘

@ o A
A)z, J1CH
((ZUKA Kenichiro NEPAL OFFICE
Senior Representative v

JICA Nepal Office

CC:
Joipt Secretary, [ECCD, Ministry of Finance, Singhdurbar
int Secretary, Administrative Reform & HR Planning Division, MoFAGA Singhdurbar
Joint Secretary, Social Development Division, Education & HR Section, NPC
Joint Secretary, Planning and Monitoring Division, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology,
Singhdurbar
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JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program
for Long Term Participants
(JICA Development Studies Program)

General Information
on

the Program for Improvement in Children’s Learning

JFY2024

R
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This handout provides an overview of the “Improvement in Children’s Learning” program/course,
which is one of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)'s Knowledge Co-Creation Program
(Long-Term). The program will be implemented as part of the Official Development Assistance of the
Govemment of Japan based on bilateral agreement between respective governments.

The objective of the Knowledge Co-Creation Program (Long-Term) is to offer opportunities to people
from developing countries to study at higher educational institutions in Japan and to help them build
their network of people. This is intended to assist in the human resource development plans of the
governments of developing countries and Japan, and eventually to expand and strengthen bilateral
ties between the developing countries and Japan.



0. Background

What is JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program (KCCP)

The Japanese Cabinet released the Development Cooperation Charter in February 2015,
which stated, “In its development cooperation, Japan has maintained the spirit of jointly
creating things that suit partner countries while respecting ownership, intentions and
intrinsic characteristics of the country concerned based on a field-oriented approach
through dialogue and collaboration. It has also maintained the approach of building
reciprocal relationships with developing countries in which both sides learn from each other
and grow and develop together.” JICA believes that this ‘Knowledge Co-Creation Program’
will serve as a foundation of mutual learning process.

What is JICA Development Studies Program (JICA-DSP)

JICA-DSP is being carried out by JICA as part of official development assistance (ODA) by
the government of Japan. JICA-DSP is offered for international scholars accepted as the
participants of JICA's Human Resource Development Project who are enrolled in a degree
program at a Japanese university.
https://www.jica.go.jp/dsp-chair/english/dsp/overview/index.htm|




1. Overview

The Government of Nepal implemented the School Sector Reform Plan (SSRP, 2009-
2016), and had achieved remarkable improvement in education sector, particularly in terms
of access to primary education (G1-5) with Net Enroliment Ratio (NER) reaching 96.9% and
to the basic level (G1-8) with NER reaching 91% in 2016/17. However, low level of learning
achievement remains a major challenge as shown in the recent report of National
Assessment of Student Achievement (NASA) conducted in 2015 and 2018. The results
revealed that children’s academic scores of Mathematics had lowered recent years,
particularly for G3 level.

Following the SSRP, School Sector Development Plan (SSDP, 2016-2021) was published
in 2016 and School Education Sector Plan (SESP, 2021-2030) was launched in 2021, and
enhancement of quality of learning at the basic level is determined as a key outcome.
Learning achievement in G5 Mathematics is included as one of the major indicators to
measure its achievement.

In line with SESP priority agenda, the Government of Nepal requested the Government of
Japan for a technical cooperation and JICA conducts long term training course, “Program for
Improvement in children’s learning”, for the purpose of contributing to improve children’s
learning in mathematics. The theme of training is focused on development of teaching and
learning materials and teacher education in mathematics, especially in early grades.

The program/course will offer participants with special curriculums on Japanese
developmental experience (JICA-DSP) and internships, if necessary, in addition to obtaining
a Master’s degree.

2. Objectives

The objective of this Program is to develop personnel of the Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology (MoEST) or concerned agencies who will be assigned to be in charge of
mathematics education at basic level and/or teacher training after completing the program in
Japan. This program offers opportunities for such personnel to study at graduate courses for
master’s degree in Japanese graduate schools as international students (hereafter referred
to as participants). Beyond acquisition of skills and knowledge, this program also intends to
have the participants understand and get familiar with the contexts of Japanese culture and
systems. The expected outcome of the program is that competent personnel with Master’s
degree are produced to support MOEST to improve learning outcomes of mathematics.

3. Course Outline

(1) Program Title: Improvement in Children’s Learning
(2) Language of the Program: English



(3) Duration: October 2024 — September 2026 (2 years)
(4) Numbers of Participants: Two (2) in total
(5) Target Participants: Government officials who will be assigned to be in charge of
mathematics education (focusing to teacher training and curriculum) at basic school level
(Early grade is preferable) after completing the program in Japan.
(6) Fields of Study of the Program
This program targets the fields listed below.
- Development of learning and teaching method and practice in early grades mathematics;
 Development of teacher training method and system
(7) University and Course: Naruto University of Education (International Education Course)
(8) Contents of the Program:

Graduate Master’s degree course
Course - Lecture and practical subjects
Program - Research works for the thesis
- Field research and other additional activities in Japan and/or home
country

*It will be planned in accordance with the research theme and the
consultation with the supervision professor.

Additional JICA will provide Short-term Special Program to help the participants
Special understand and get familiar with the contexts of Japanese culture and
Program systems.

4. Duration

Two (2) years for master’s course in principle. Refer to Section 3. (3)

5. Number of Participants
Two (2) in total. Refer to Section 3. (4)

6. Language to be used in this Program
English

7. Eligibility

Candidate applicants must satisfy the following requirements:

(1) Nationality - Citizens of the target countries (Nepal)

(2) Age - Forty (40) years of age or under in principle (As of April 1st,
2024). However, under certain circumstances deemed to be
considered, applicants over the age of 40 may become
accepted. Please contact our JICA office for more
information.

4



(3) Education

- Bachelor's degree (equivalent to at least 16 years of
academic background)

(4) Working Experience / | Applicants are required:

Status

- To have more than 5 years working experience at their
current organizations, and

- To obtain permission for application from their current
organizations.

(5) English Proficiency - Adequate English proficiency, both in written and oral

communication, in order to complete the master’s degree.

(6) Understanding of the | - Applicants are required to have clear understanding of the

Program

objectives of the program and have a strong will to contribute
to improve children’s learning especially in mathematics
education or as well as to strengthen the linkage between
their countries and Japan after returning home.

- Applicants are expected to be in charge of mathematics
education at basic level after completion of the program.

(7) Others

Applicants must:

- physically come to Japan to carry out research activities to
complete this program,

- be both physically and mentally fit for the program,

- Not receiving or planning to receive a scholarship offered by
other foreign organizations,

- Attend the activities on the weekends in unavoidable
circumstances (e.g. official exam)

(8) Gender Equality and | - Women are encouraged to apply to the program. JICA

Women’s

makes a commitment to promote gender equality and

Empowerment women’s empowerment, providing equal opportunity to all

applicants regardless of sexual orientation and gender
identity.

8. Admissions

Candidates must be selected as JICA's official candidate through JICA’s internal selection
procedure and must pass the general entrance examination of the university they have
applied to, including examinations to enter the applicants’ desired master’s degree course.

9. Application Guidelines

Each applicants is required to submit the following documents before 12:00 pm (noon)
January 31%, 2024. The application must be reached to the JICA Nepal Office by this

deadline. Late applications will not be considered regardless of any reason.

Application
Documents

(1) Application Form (Annex 1) and Research Proposal (Annex 2), which
must be filled in English

(2) Undergraduate degree graduation certificate, which must

- be an official document issued by university or the faculty;

5




- include the degree information;

- be notarized a copy of the original which officially certified; and

- be written in English or accompanied with an official translation.

(3) Academic transcript, which must

contain all the grades earned in the university;

- be notarized a copy of the original which officially certified; and

- be written in English or accompanied with official translation.

* If there is no explanation about grading system on the transcript,

separate official document explaining the system must be attached.

(4) A letter of recommendation (Annex 3) from home country’s
government, Japanese company, Embassy of Japan, Japanese
university, if you have

*Additional recommendation letter may require through selection

procedure*

(5) A copy of Passport with photo (for checking nationality, name, sex,
and date of birth. National ID and birth certificate are acceptable if
you do not have Passport. Certified English translation must be
attached if ID is not written in English)

(6) 2 ID Photos (4 cmx3 cm) pasted on application form (Original and
copy) and other 6 same photos.

(7) Health certificate to be submitted after the Selection

10. Schedule

(1) Selection Procedures
[1st Step] 15t Screening of the Application Documents by JICA
Period: Beginning to middle of February 2024
JICA conducts the screening whether the applicants meet the program’s aim and
match the target fields by the documents submitted.

[2nd Step] 2" Screening of the Application Documents by JICA
Period: Middle of February- Beginning of March 2024
JICA conducts the screening whether the applicants meet the program’s aim and
match the target fields by conducting online interviews. The online interview will be
conducted jointly by JICA and Japanese university. The date and time of the online
interview will be informed later.

[3rd Step] Official Application to Japanese university
Period: Beginning to middle of April 2024
Applicants who pass the 2" Step will apply to Japanese university. The applicants
must submit the application documents required by the University. University will
conduct an online interview with the applicants for selection. The date and time of
interview will be informed later (Tentative period: early to middle of June, 2024).
6




(2) Approval of the Successful Candidates
Successful candidates passing the selection procedures will be officially approved as
participants of the program by the end of June 2024. Each approved participants will fill out
an official application form for the JICA program, which will be officially submitted to JICA

for formal procedures.

*Any costs incurred during the selection procedures including travel expenses to selection
venues will NOT BE COVERED by JICA.
*Schedule and program contents might be adjusted appropriately due to unforeseen

circumstances.

*The reasons for disqualification on each selection procedure will NOT BE DISCOLSED.

11. Expenses To Be Borne By JICA

Under the JICA Long-term Trainee Allowance standards, JICA will cover expenses and
allowance to participants accepted to the program/course. See the table below for further
details. Note that the payments (e.g. for tuition, research support expenses, school support
expenses) will not be paid to the accepted participants themselves, but directly to the
university or other relevant institutions.

Expense category

Payment amount

Payment frequency

Tuition (official examination fees,
entrance fees, course fees)

Actual costs

According to the request
from universities

Living Allowance*

JPY 117,000-148,000 per
month*

Every month via
university

Airfare

Actual costs

Upon arrival in Japan
and upon returning home

Outfit Allowance**

JPY103,750—106,000

Once (upon arrival in
Japan)

Moving Allowance***

Up to JPY164,000-224,000

Once (during the training
period)**

Research Support Expenses****

Actual costs (up to
JPY360,000 per year)

Medical care for participants who
become ill after arriving in Japan

In accordance with the
provisions of the medical
insurance

*Varies according to living area in Japan, type of accommodation, etc.

**Once, after opening bank account in Japan. As it takes several weeks to have the bank account

opened, it is strongly recommended to bring cash for personal expenses during the period.

***Depending on the accommodation facility. Consultation with the university is required.

****Research Support Expenses are allowed to be provided via the university and be disbursed with the

consultation and approval of the applicant’s supervisor.




12. Expenses Not To Be Borne By JICA

JICA will not bear costs other than the allowances described above. JICA is not responsible
for the following expenses especially:

(1) Passport fees (for re-issuance and extensions, etc.)

(2) Visa fees of a transit country and transportation expenses to obtain Visa

(3) Transportation expenses to obtain Japanese Visa

(4) Domestic travel expenses at the applicant’s home country

(5) Departure tax

(6) Airport tax/airport facility charges outside of Japan, including third countries
(7) Customs duty

(8) Excess baggage charges

(9) Compensation for lost and/or damaged baggage

(10) “No show charge” to the transit airport hotel (non-refundable)

(11) Lost - ticket fee

(12) Accommodation fee for day-use hotel in return flight

(13) Transportation expenses other than official programs

(14) Telephone bill or mini-bar tab at accommodation

(15) Medical costs related to pre-existing illness, pregnancy, and dental treatment
(16) Medical cost related to the same iliness over 180 days

(17) “National Health Insurance” fee

Note: If participant/accepted applicant does not follow the regulation of JICA, the participant
may have to bear such other cost of necessary expenses.

13. Conditions for Participation

The accepted applicants/participants of KCCP are required:

(1) to understand that participants must physically come to Japan to participate in this
program at the date designated by JICA,

(2) to be in good health to participate in the program,

(3) not to change course subjects or extend the course period,

(4) not to change the air ticket (and flight class and flight schedule arranged by JICA) and
lodging by the participants on their own,

(5) to accept that the Government of Japan will examine applicants who belong to the military
or other military-related organizations and/or who are enlisted in the military, taking into
consideration of their duties, positions in the organization and other relevant information
in a comprehensive manner to be consistent with the Development Cooperation Charter
of Japan,

(6) to submit a Health Certificate in JICA format at the participant’s expense. The certificate

8



must be the results of health check-up at the time the participant applied to the entrance
examinations (within 6 months before arrival in Japan),

(7) to accept to submit a second Health Certificate in JICA format if the participant will not
be able to arrive within 6 months from the date of his/her first medical examination. The
cost of the Health Certificate will be borne by JICA only if the delay is not due to the
participant’s personal reasons,

(8) to return to their home country on the designated flight by JICA, when they finish the
program/course or when it is deemed impossible to finish the program within the program
period, or when the participant is not successful on the regular course examination,

(9) to refund allowances or other benefits paid by JICA in the case of a change in schedule,

(10) to understand that inviting participant’s family members is not recommended before their
stay in Japan has passed more than 6 months,

(11) to carry out such instructions and abide by such conditions as may be stipulated by both
the nominating Government and the Japanese Government in respect of the course,

(12) to observe the rules and regulations of the program implementing partners to provide the
program or establishments (“Plagiarism“ especially is taken severely by enrolling
university, regardless of whether it is direct plagiarism or self-plagiarism and participants
may be subjected to disciplinary action such as suspension),

(13) to observe the rules and regulations at the place of the participants’ accommodation,

(14) not to engage in political activities, or any form of employment for profit,

(15) not to drive a car or motorbike, regardless of an international driving license possessed,

(16) to discontinue the program, should the participant violate Japanese laws or JICA's
regulations, or commit illegal or immoral conduct, or become critically ill or seriously
injured and be considered unable to continue the course. The participants shall be
responsible for paying any cost for treatment of the said health conditions except for the
medical care expenses described in the table of “11. Expenses To be borne by JICA,”

(17) to return the total amount or a part of the expenditure for KCCP depending on the severity
of such violation, should the participants violate the laws and ordinances,

(18) not to be receiving nor plan to receive another scholarship during the program,

(19) to understand not to make other applications for different JICA KCCP (long-term) at the
same time, -

(20) to understand that the maximum duration of “Overseas research” and “Temporary Leave
(leaving Japan for private purpose)” is 60 days, in principle, and

(21) to enroll and complete JICA-DSP online courses, when you receive JICA's instructions
to do so.

14. Annex

Annex 1. Application Form
Annex 2. Form of Research Plan
Annex 3. Form of Recommendation Letter



CORRESPONDENCE
For enquiries and further information, please contact your nearest JICA office.
Address: JICA Nepal Office: National Life Insurance (NLIC) Building, 3rd Floor, Lazimpat,
Kathmandu, Nepal
Mail: Post Office Box 450, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-4525636
Fax: +977-1-4525658
E-mail: np_oso_rep@jica.go.jp

10
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October 16, 2023

His Excellency Dilli Raj Poudel
Ambassador Plenipotentiary
Embassy of Nepal, Kuala Lumpur
Wisma Paradise

63 Jalan Ampang

Kuala Lumpur 50450

Malaysia

Re: One Scholarship of Doctor of Dental Medicine and Doctor of Medicine at Emilio
Aquinaldo College

Dear Excellency,
Namaste!

Enclosed are letters from the authorized administrators at Emilio Aguinaldo College
for One Scholarship towards the Degree of Doctor of Dental Medicine and One
Scholarship towards the Degree of Doctor of Medicine at the said school.

Applicants will be admitted upon endorsement of your Excellency on behalf of the
Embassy of Nepal Kuala Lumpur and subject to meeting the stipulated academic
requirement on submission of the applicants’ academic documents.

Embassy staff should email Your Excellency's endorsement letter to the undersigned
at consul@consulateofnepal.ph.

The prospective applicant should email a letter of with their intent to apply and their
transcript to Mr. Srinivas Reddy, Director of International Students at
gir@atmr,miama%i:}nwgmdmm{fﬁ}emx@du_;gzj}lg

Best regards,

Jose P. Campos
Consul a.h.
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12 October 2023

Mr. Jose Paulo E, Campos

Consul a.h.

Consulate of Nepal, Manila, Philippines
The Pearl Manila Hotel

1155 General Luna St., Ermita, Manila

Dear Sir:

Greetings!

Emilio Aguinaldo College (EAC), Manila is pleased to inform you that scholarship will be granted
in Doctor of Medicine (MD) Program of EAC for one student recommended by Embassy of Nepal,
Kaula Lumpur. Special consideration has been given for this scholarship requirements. The actual

scholarship requirements of EAC for other MD students are more stringent. The following are the
Scholarship Guidelines for the Doctor of Medicine (MD) Program:

Scholarship Requirements: Effective Academic Year 2023-2024

Full Scholarship for Tuition and Miscellaneous Fees
e GWA 2.25 or better in BS Biology
Admission o No grade lower than 3.00 in any academic subjects
Requirements for | o« No failing grade
MD1 e NMAT 2 60 percentile rank
e Satisfactory interview
Yearly Retention | ° GWA 2.25 or better in the previous year ,
Requirements for o No grade lower than 3.00 in any academic subjects Q
MD2,MD3 & MD4 | ® Ifthereisa failing grade for any subject, the student beneficiary
must pay the stipulated fees for the retake of the subject
The Scholarship grant is personal and non-transferable.
(}thggr;ﬁzgz:sa - o The student beneficiary shall abide by the policies, rules and
regulations stipulated in the Student Manual or promulgated by
duly constituted authorities of the College.

Thank you very much.
Very truly yours,
- § y :/:}
- dowiver iy
Mr. Srinivasa 8. Reddy, MBA
Director, Office of International Students
Noted by: g7

l%‘ {:&w{«{ ¥ }“’ ’:’”‘W{iw N
Dr. Lorna Cathérine/G. Raymundo, MD, MHPED

| % e
R L aand

Ms. Ameena Barba Oliva
Acting Dean, Qffice of Student Affairs
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12 October 2023

Mr. Jose Paulo E, Campos

Consul a.h.

Consulate of Nepal, Manila, Philippines
The Pearl Manila Hotel

1155 General Luna St,, Ermita, Manila

Dear Sir,

Greetings!

_ Emilio Aguinaldo College (EAC), Manila is pleased to inform you of that scholarship will be

granted in Doctor in Dental Medicine (DDM) Program of EAC for one student recommended by

Embassy of Nepal, Kaula Lumpur. Special consideration has been given for this scholarship

requirements, The actual scholarship requirements of EAC for DDM students are more stringent.

N~ The following are the Scholarship Guidelines for the Doctor in Dental Medicine (DDM) Program:

Scholarship Requirements: Effective Academic Year 2023-2024

Full Scholarship for Tuition and Miscellaneous Fees
Admission s GWA 2.25 or better / Above 65% marks in Grade 12.

Requirements for | « No grade lower than 3.00 in academic subjects.
bbM1 ¢ No failing grade.
Yearly Retention | e GWA 2.25 or better in the previous year.
Requirements for | « No grade lower than 3.00 in academic subjects.
subsequent years | s Ifthere is a failing grade for any subject, the student beneficiary

of DDM must pay the stipulated fees for the retake of the subject.

Other Terms and The Scholarship grant is personal and non-transferable.
Conditions s The student beneficiary shall abide by the policies, rules and
regulations stipulated in the Student Manual or promulgated by

duly constituted authorities of the College.

L

Thank you very much.
s Very truly yours,
/ ’é«:; | y.
- - wle . p2O7
1. Srinivasa S. Reddy, MBA
é Director, Office of International Students
/
Noted by:
, yh @%é
VY

Dr. Rachelle U, Sobrevifias

Dean, Schopl.of Dentistry

P
M
Ms. Ameena B, Oliva
- Acting Dean, Office of Student Affairs
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